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Third Sunday of Advent 
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Holy Eucharist—Rite II 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. I can feel His mighty power and His grace. I can hear the 

brush of angel's wings; I see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 

 
Processional Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #59 
 

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. 
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say; 
"Cast away the works of darkness, 
O ye children of the day." 
  
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
  
3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven; 
  
4 so when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
may he with his mercy shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 
  
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while unending ages run.  
 
 

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 
 
 



The Word of God 
  
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People  You come to your people and set them free. 
  
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
  
The following hymn sung, all standing 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
  

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
   
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
  
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
Diocesan Collect, said in unison  

Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us  
here at St. Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and  
welcoming people; receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may 
evermore faithfully serve all your people, both near and far; this we pray through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

  
1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he 
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, to display his glory. 
 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. 8For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 



offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a 
people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 
10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he 
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe 
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  
 
After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
  
Canticle 15 
  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  
       for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
       the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
       in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
       he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
       and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
       and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
       for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
       to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
       as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 



The Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

   
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 
the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from 
every form of evil. 
 
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  
 
After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
  

Sequence Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #679 
  

1 Surely it is God who saves me; 
trusting him, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord defends and shields me 
and his saving help is near. 
So rejoice as you draw water 
from salvation's living spring; 
in the day of your deliverance 
thank the Lord, his mercies sing.  
 
 
Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.”29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be 



afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 
  
After the Gospel, the Reader says 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
  

Gradual Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #679 
 

2 Make his deeds known to the peoples: 
tell out his exalted Name. 
Praise the Lord, who has done great things; 
all his works his might proclaim. 
Zion, lift your voice in singing; 
for with you has come to dwell, 
in your very midst, the great and 
Holy One of Israel.  
 
 

 The Sermon Pastor Jill Williams 
  
  
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing 
  

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
  

The Prayers of the People 
  

Sisters and brothers, strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Let 
us seek Christ praying, “Let us see your glory, O God; Come to us and save us!” 
 
 



Save your Church from weakness of heart. Give us strength to prepare this world for 
the coming of your Christ. And give us patience when it seems Christ’s Kingdom 
does not come quickly enough. 
Silence 
Let us see your glory, O God;  
 Come to us and save us! 
  
Save this nation from disordered priorities and misplaced hope. May our  
values mirror your values. May we be a nation that gives justice to the  
oppressed, food to the hungry, and care to the stranger. 
Silence 
Let us see your glory, O God;  
 Come to us and save us! 
  
Save your creation from human misuse. Bless us to play a part in the  
redemption you have planned for all of creation. 
Silence 
Let us see your glory, O God;  
 Come to us and save us! 
  
Save this city from hopelessness. Give us a vision and a future. Raise up  
prophets who will speak hope and encouragement to the people of our region. 
Silence 
Let us see your glory, O God;  
 Come to us and save us! 
  
Save the sick and the sorrowful in the midst of their affliction. May they  
experience the healing work of their Messiah. Make happy all those who have you for 
their help. 
Silence 
Let us see your glory, O God;  
 Come to us and save us! 
  
Bless all members of your heavenly kingdom. May they obtain eternal joy and 
gladness in your presence—where sorrow and sighing are no more. 
Silence 



Let us see your glory, O God;  
 Come to us and save us! 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that 
we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold 
your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.  
  
  
Confession of Sin 
  

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
The people stand or kneel. 
  

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  
  
 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
  



The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Holy Communion 
  

Offertory 
  

The Celebrant says to the people  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and  
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 
  

Representatives of the congregation bring the people's offerings of bread  
and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant.  
  
Everyone is welcome at the table of the Lord and is invited to communion! At the 
altar rail, you will be offered the host first, which will be placed in your hand. Please 
respond "Amen." Then the wine will be offered to you to drink from the common 
cup. We no longer intinct. If you are not yet comfortable returning to drinking from 
the common cup, you may either return to your seat after receiving the host, or you 
may choose to cross your arms over your chest when the chalice is offered and simply 
respond "Amen," therefore reverencing the sacrament. We believe that we are fully 
communed after receiving the sacrament in one form, so any of these choices would 
be fully acceptable. If you do not wish to receive communion, or you have not yet 
been baptized, you are still invited to come up to the altar rail for a blessing. Please 
cross your arms over your chest when offered the host and Pastor Jill will say a 
blessing over you. You may then return to your seat. If you interested in  
learning more about baptism and full entrance into our worshipping  
community, please contact Pastor Jill at Pastorjill@stpaulsbythesea.org. 
 
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.  
  

Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
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Eucharistic Prayer A 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 
  
The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
  
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing.  
  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  
Celebrant and People 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
  
The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 



Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 



into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 
The people say: 
AMEN. 
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, let us say together  
the Lord's Prayer, in whatever language you are most comfortable.  
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 

  
Then may be sung or said 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
  
 



 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
  
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately  
deliver it to the people. 
 
Using the center aisle, proceed to the Altar rail. Once you have received communion,  
return to your seat using the side aisles.  
  
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words  
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
 
 
Communion Hymn Hymnal 1982, #314 
  

1 Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen,  
who thy glory hidest ’neath these shadows mean;  
lo, to thee surrendered, my whole heart is bowed,  
tranced as it beholds thee, shrined within the cloud.  
  
2 Taste and touch and vision to discern thee fail;  
faith, that comes by hearing, pierces through the veil.  
I believe whate’er the Son of God hath told;  
what the Truth hath spoken, that for truth I hold.  
  
3 O memorial wondrous of the Lord’s own death;  
living Bread that givest all thy creatures breath,  
grant my spirit ever by thy life may live,  
to my taste thy sweetness never-failing give.  
  
4 Jesus, whom now hidden, I by faith behold,  
what my soul doth long for, that thy word foretold:  
face to face thy splendor, I at last shall see, 
in the glorious vision, blessed Lord, of thee. 



  

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
  
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 

Blessing 
 
 

Recessional Hymn:     Hymnal 1982, #539 
  

1 O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling, 
to tell to all the world that God is Light; 
that he who made all nations is not willing 
one soul should fail to know his love and might. 
  
Refrain: 
Publish glad tidings: tidings of peace, 
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release. 
  

2 Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation 
that God, in whom they live and move, is Love; 
tell how he stooped to save his lost creation, 



and died on earth that all might live above. [Refrain] 
  
3 Send heralds forth to bear the message glorious; 
give of thy wealth to speed them on their way; 
pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious 
till God shall bring his kingdom's joyful day. [Refrain] 
  
4 He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet him, 
make known to every heart his saving grace; 
let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet him, 
through thy neglect, unfit to see his face. [Refrain] 
 
 
Dismissal 
Celebrant Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
  



Welcome to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church 

All baptized Christians, of any age & denomination, are welcome to receive     
communion.  **Gluten Free Wafer are available. 
  

Prayer List 
  

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose 
Cabrera, Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, Letty Trimper Hurst, Connie Mayers, Doug Dryden, 
Brian Friedman, Grace, Randy Hastings, Frank Candeloro, Jr., John Seward, 
Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, Yvetta Henry Tull, Jean Charles, Jimmy Farley, Alex 
Hoffman, Jonathan Jones, Larry Lorton, The Lecates Family, The People of Ukraine, 
Michael Hallett, Hannah Johnson, Hugh Smith, Ralph Hastings, Frank Avallone, 
Mary Wright, Alan Farley, Liana Wallman, Susan Lewis, Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry, Christine Zellner, Brian, Nicoyia, Tom Belle, Aaron Call, Christine 
Bauerdorf, Victims of the Hawaiian Wildfires, Lynn Anstatt, Peggy Hartman, Kathy 
Jersin, Mary Mitchell, Wendy O’Donoghue, Christina Hartman, Patrick O’Malley, 
Chris Ellis, David Twining, Corey Bowman, Roger Ballard, Beverly Cooper, Aniyah 
Adams, Levon Davis, Andy Hales 
  

This Week We Pray For ... 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We give thanks for the witness of God’s people at St. 
Andrew’s Mission, Hurlock, and for the ministry of their Deacon, the Rev. Barbara 
Coleman, and her spouse John. We pray for their Food Ministry and those who 
receive its offerings.  
  
Birthdays: Karen Bunting 
  
Anniversaries: Cami & Paul Rogers 
  

 
  

 


