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A Service of Morning Prayer Rite II 
 

Welcome to St. Paul's by-the-Sea. Today we are worshipping according to the Order for Daily 
Morning Prayer Rite II, led by our Licensed Worship Leader Debbie Shuster and Amy 
Rothermel. Enjoy the service and thank you for worshipping with us. 
 
 
Opening Hymn Hymnal 1982, #542 
 

1. Christ is the world’s true light, 
its Captain of salvation, 
the Day-star clear and bright 
of every race and nation; 
new life, new hope awakes, 
for all who own his sway: 
freedom her bondage breaks, 
and night is turned to day. 
 
2. In Christ all races meet, 
their ancient feuds forgetting, 
the whole round world complete, 
from sunrise to its setting: 
when Christ is throned as Lord, 
all shall forsake their fear, 
to ploughshare beat the sword, 
to pruning-hook the spear. 
 
3. One Lord, in one great Name 
unite us all who own thee; 
cast out our pride and shame 
that hinder to enthrone thee; 
the world has waited long, 
has travailed long in pain; 
to heal its ancient wrong, 
come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 
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THE GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
Opening Sentences BCP p. 76  
The Officiant(s) begin the service: 
 
I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth.     Isaiah 49:6b 
 
 
Confession of Sin BCP p. 79 
 

The Officiant says to the people 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Officiant, kneeling, says 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep  
us in eternal life.   Amen. 
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The Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80 
 

All stand 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
From the Epiphany through the Baptism of Christ, and on the Feasts of the Transfiguration and Holy Cross - 
Officiant and People 
The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him. 
 
Jubilate BCP p. 82 
Psalm 100  
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 
 

 Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
The Psalm of the Day: 15 BCP p. 599    
The leader to announce manner of recitation 
 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
   who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 
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3 There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 
 
Please be seated for the Readings 
 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  

 
First Lesson:  
 

The Epistle Lesson today is from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, the first Chapter, 
beginning at the 18th verse. 
 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is 
the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that 
are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 
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presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in  Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order 
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
Answer:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
Canticle 17 BCP p. 93  

The Song of Simeon 
Nunc dimittis  Luke 2:29-32 
  
Lord, you now have set your servant free* 
  To go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Saviour,* 
  Whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations,* 
  And the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Gospel Lesson: 
 

The Gospel Lesson is from the 5th Chapter of Matthew, beginning at the first verse. 
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who 
mourn,for they will be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter  all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice 
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and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
Answer:  Thanks be to God  
 
 
SERMON – Today’s sermon is entitled “Becoming Peacemakers.”  It was prepared by Susan 
Butterworth.  Susan Butterworth, M.A., M.Div, is a writer, teacher, singer, and lay minister. 
She leads Song & Stillness: Taizé @ MIT, a weekly ecumenical service of contemplative Taizé 
prayer at the interfaith chapel at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). She teaches 
writing and literature to college undergraduates and writes book reviews, essays, and literary 
reference articles. 
 
 
THE CREED AND THE PRAYERS  
 
The Apostles' Creed BCP p. 96 
Officiant and People together say, all standing  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again,  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Lord's Prayer BCP. p. 97 
The people stand or kneel 
 
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us.   
 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Officiant and People then says the following Collects 
 
The Collect of the Day, said in unison 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Diocesan Collect, said in unison 
Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us here at St. 
Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and welcoming people; 
receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may evermore faithfully serve 
all your people, both near and far; this we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Clergy Search Prayer, said in unison 
Gracious God, we are reminded of your gifts in and for all the children of the 
Church. Call on us now; use us, in service of your whole Church. As we work to call 
a new pastor to our congregation, may your Holy Spirit lead us to discern the gifts 
we seek and see those gifts clearly in candidates you are sending us. In our 
communications, interviews and meetings with them, may we find ourselves once 
again who we surely are in Christ Jesus, stewards of your many gifts. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People BCP p.387 
Form III 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; On the 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we give thanks for the witness of God’s people at  
St. John’s, Cornersville, and their Rector, the Rev. Canon Dr. Daniel Dunlap, and 
his spouse, Donna. On our Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle we pray for Zion 
United Methodist Church, Bishopville.  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for Santosh, our Bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially those on 
our prayer list; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
 
Hymn Hymnal 1982, #554 
 

'Tis the gift to be simple, 
'tis the gift to be free, 
'tis the gift to come down 
where we ought to be, 
and when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
'twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
When true simplicity is gained 
to bow and to bend we shan't be ashamed, 
to turn, turn, will be our delight 
till by turning, turning we come round right. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 
Officiant and People 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Then may be said 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Closing Hymn Hymnal 1982, #616 
 

1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
great David's greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
to set the captive free; 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
 
2 He comes with succor speedy 
to those who suffer wrong, 
to help the poor and needy, 
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and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing, 
their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, 
were precious in his sight. 
 
3 He shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
spring in his path to birth; 
before him on the mountains 
shall peace, the herald, go; 
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow. 
 
4 Kings shall bow down before him, 
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him, 
his praise all people sing; 
to him shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 
 
 
5 O'er every foe victorious, 
he on his throne shall rest; 
from age to age more glorious, 
all blessing and all blest; 
the tide of time shall never 
his covenant remove; 
his Name shall stand for ever, 
his changeless Name of Love. 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Officiant 
“Life is short. We don't have much time to gladden the hearts of those who walk this 
way with us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind.” 
― Henri-Frédéric Amiel  
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Welcome to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea  
Episcopal Church 

  

Prayer List 
  

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose 
Cabrera, Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, Letty Trimper Hurst, Fr. Joe Rushton, Connie 
Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, Dolores Rothermel, Randy Hastings, 
Gary Ballard, Frank Candeloro, Jr., John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, 
Yvetta Henry Tull, Melvin, Jean Charles, Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan 
Jones, Richard, Brad, Larry Lorton, Dee Toms, Bob Rothermel, The Lecates Family, 
Hunter Berry, The People of Ukraine, Jennings Whittington, Michael Hallett, 
Hannah Johnson, Gordon Clark, Hugh Smith, Emilio Parrazal Diaz, Karen Sweezey, 
Ralph Hastings, Cathy Wist, Frank Avallone, Rev. Laura Dorsey 
  

This Week We Pray For ... 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We give thanks for the witness of God’s people at St. 
John’s, Cornersville, and their Rector, the Rev. Canon Dr. Daniel Dunlap, and his 
spouse, Donna. 
 
Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle: Zion United Methodist Church, 
Bishopville.  
 


