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The Third Sunday in Lent 
March 12, 2023 



Service of The Liturgy of the Word 
and Holy Communion 

 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. I can feel His mighty power and His grace. I can hear 
the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 
 
Processional Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #372 
 

1 Praise to the living God! 
All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
for ay the same. 
The one eternal God 
ere aught that now appears: 
the first, the last, beyond all thought 
his timeless years! 
 
2 Formless, all lovely forms 
declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of earth 
can his express. 
Lo, he is Lord of all. 
Creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, 
his will obeys. 
 
3 His Spirit floweth free, 
high surging where it will: 
in prophet's word he spake of old: 
he speaketh still. 
Established is his law, 
and changeless it shall stand, 
deep writ upon the human heart, 
on sea, on land. 
 
 



4 Eternal life hath he 
implanted in the soul; 
his love shall be our strength and stay 
while ages roll. 
Praise to the living God! 
All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
for ay the same. 
 
 

The Gathering of the Faithful 
 
Deacon  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Said in unison 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
  

The Celebrant says to the people 
  
The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: 
Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



Diocesan Collect, said in unison  

Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us  
here at St. Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and  
welcoming people; receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may 
evermore faithfully serve all your people, both near and far; this we pray through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Clergy Search Prayer, said in unison 

Gracious God, we are reminded of your gifts in and for all the children of  
the Church. Call on us now; use us, in service of your whole Church. As we 
work to call a new pastor to our congregation, may your Holy Spirit lead us to 
discern the gifts we seek and see those gifts clearly in candidates you are sending 
us. In our communications, interviews and meetings with them, may we find 
ourselves once again who we surely are in Christ Jesus, stewards of your many 
gifts. Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Readings  
 
 
The First Lesson 
 

The First Reading is from the Book of Exodus, Chapter 17, beginning at the first verse 
 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with 
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing 
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 



Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or 
not?” 
 
After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 95 
 

1 Come, let us sing to the LORD; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

3 For the LORD is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

7 For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

8 Harden not your hearts, 
as your forebears did in the wilderness, * 
at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, 
when they tempted me. 

9 They put me to the test, * 
though they had seen my works. 

10 Forty years long I detested that generation and said, * 
"This people are wayward in their hearts; 
they do not know my ways." 

11 So I swore in my wrath, * 
"They shall not enter into my rest." 



The Second Lesson 
 

The Epistle is from Romans, Chapter 5, beginning at the first verse. 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we 
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- though perhaps for a good 
person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in 
that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now 
that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the 
wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved 
by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #685 
 

1 Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood 
from thy wounded side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure, 
cleanse me from its guilt and power. 
 
2 Should my tears for ever flow, 
should my zeal no languor know, 
all for sin could not atone: 



thou must save, and thou alone; 
in my hand no price I bring, 
simply to thy cross I cling. 
 
 
Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If 
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do 
you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us 
the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of 
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to 
him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
 
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 
have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is 
not your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, I 
see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you 
say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; 



we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said 
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who 
is speaking to you.” 
 
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 
her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to 
the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him. 
 
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to 
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to 
one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to 
them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 
Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look 
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already 
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, 
and you have entered into their labor.” 
 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 
And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 
After the Gospel, the Deacon says 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 



Gradual Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #685 
 

3 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyelids close in death, 
when I rise to worlds unknown 
and behold thee on thy throne, 
Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee. 
 
 
The Sermon   The Rev. Alisha King, Deacon 
 
 
Nicene Creed   All stand 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 



            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Form I 
Deacon or other leader  
 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, 
have mercy.”  
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation 
of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for 
the unity of all peoples. On the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we celebrate the life 
and mission of Harriet Ross Tubman. May her vision and courage to stand 
against oppression and injustice continue to inspire all. On the Local Faith 
Communities Prayer Cycle, we pray for St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 
Ocean City. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Santosh, our Bishop, for all the priests, for Deacon Alisha and all deacons, 
and people, let us pray to the Lord.   
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  



For this city, Ocean City, for every city and community, and for those who live 
in them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 
conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 
suffering, especially those on our prayer list. Let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Andy Diaz, William 
Rothermel, Jonathan Rothermel, and Ralph Holloway and those celebrating 
anniversaries, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the concerns on your hearts and minds this morning ____________, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for  
prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed, 
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  
For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
 



That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 
reproach, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  
  
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
In the communion of St. Paul and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 
and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.  
To thee, O Lord our God. 
  
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 
earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Deacon and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 



The Deacon says 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRESENTATION Brenda Mahan from the Society of St. Andrew 
 
 

Holy Communion 
  
Offertory 
  

The Celebrant says to the people  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and  
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 
 
 

Doxology 
 
 
The Deacon says: 
In fellowship with the whole Church of God, with all who have been brought 
together by the Holy Spirit to worship on this day, and who have celebrated the 
Eucharist, let us rejoice that we are called to be part of the body of Christ. 
 
People: Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one Bread. 



In Silence, the Deacon places The Blessed Sacrament on the Altar. 
 

Deacon: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before He suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of His Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
thankfully, in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, Who in these holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and Who lives and reigns forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
So, with all Christians who are gathered together today everywhere, throughout 
the world, and with the great procession of your Saints, as brothers and sisters 
we pray to you, as our Savior has taught us: 
 
 
The Deacon and people together say 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Deacon and people together say 
Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under 
your table. But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, and share your bread 
with sinners. So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your 
Son, that he may live in us and we in him; and that we, with the whole company 
of Christ, may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen. 



The Invitation and Communion 
 

The Deacon elevates and presents the Eucharistic gifts to the people and invites them to Communion, 
saying: 
Be present, be present, O Jesus, our great high Priest as you were present with 
your disciples, and known to us in the breaking of the bread; who lives and 
reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen. 
 
The Deacon says the following. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The Deacon then says,   
Let us share the gifts of God. 
 
 
Communion Hymn Hymnal 1982, #679 
 

1 Surely it is God who saves me; 
trusting him, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord defends and shields me 
and his saving help is near. 
So rejoice as you draw water 
from salvation's living spring; 
in the day of your deliverance 
thank the Lord, his mercies sing. 
 
2 Make his deeds known to the peoples: 
tell out his exalted Name. 
Praise the Lord, who has done great things; 
all his works his might proclaim. 
Zion, lift your voice in singing; 
for with you has come to dwell, 
in your very midst, the great and 
Holy One of Israel. 
 
 
After all have received Communion, the deacon replaces the Blessed Sacrament in the Aumbry. 
 
 



A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
For Those unable to Receive Holy Communion 
 
After Communion, the Deacon then shares the following prayer for those not able to be present. 
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in 
the wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of 
life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank 
you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of 
sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Deacon Let us pray 
Deacon and people together say 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Deacon: Life is short and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of 
those who walk with us. So be ready to love and unhesitating in kindness.  

― Henri-Frédéric Amiel 
And may we be blessed with love, hope, and grace this day and all our days. 
Amen. 
 
 
Recessional Hymn   Hymnal 1982, #690 
 

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand; 
bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore, 
feed me now and evermore. 



 
2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through; 
strong deliverer, strong deliverer. 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side; 
songs of praises, songs of praises, 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 
 
 
The Deacon dismisses them with these words 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  



Welcome to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church 

All baptized Christians, of any age & denomination, are welcome to receive communion.  
**Gluten Free Wafers are available. 
  

Prayer List 
  

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose 
Cabrera, Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, Letty Trimper Hurst, Fr. Joe Rushton, Connie 
Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, Dolores Rothermel, Randy 
Hastings, Frank Candeloro, Jr., John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, 
Yvetta Henry Tull, Jean Charles, Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan Jones, 
Larry Lorton, Dee Toms, The Lecates Family, Hunter Berry, The People of 
Ukraine, Jennings Whittington, Michael Hallett, Hannah Johnson, Gordon 
Clark, Hugh Smith, Ralph Hastings, Cathy Wist, Frank Avallone, Rev. Laura 
Dorsey, Mary Wright, Yipsy Noel, Andy Diaz 
 

This Week We Pray For ... 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We celebrate the life and mission of Harriet Ross 
Tubman. May her vision and courage to stand against oppression and injustice 
continue to inspire all. 
 
Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle: St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church, Ocean City 
 
Birthdays: Andy Diaz, William Rothermel, Jonathan Rothermel, Ralph 
Holloway 


