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The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 19, 2023 



Service of The Liturgy of the Word 
and Holy Communion 

 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. I can feel His mighty power and His grace. I can hear 
the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 
Prelude  National Anthem of Ukraine 
 
Processional Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #427 
 

1 When morning gilds the skies, 
my heart, awaking, cries, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
When evening shadows fall, 
this rings my curfew call, 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
2 When mirth for music longs, 
this is my song of songs: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
God's holy house of prayer 
hath none that can compare 
with: Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
3 No lovelier antiphon 
in all high heaven is known 
than, Jesus Christ be praised! 
There to the eternal Word 
the eternal psalm is heard: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
4 Ye nations of mankind, 
in this your concord find: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 
Let all the earth around 
ring joyous with the sound: 
may Jesus Christ be praised! 



5 Sing, suns and stars of space, 
sing, ye that see his face, 
sing, Jesus Christ be praised! 
God's whole creation o'er, 
both now and evermore 
shall Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
 

The Gathering of the Faithful 
 
Deacon  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Said in unison 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The following hymn is sung, all standing 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 



    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
  

The Celebrant says to the people 
  
The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 
O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory 
upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his 
countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his 
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Diocesan Collect, said in unison  

Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us  
here at St. Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and  
welcoming people; receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may 
evermore faithfully serve all your people, both near and far; this we pray through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Clergy Search Prayer, said in unison 

Gracious God, we are reminded of your gifts in and for all the children of  
the Church. Call on us now; use us, in service of your whole Church. As we 
work to call a new pastor to our congregation, may your Holy Spirit lead us to 
discern the gifts we seek and see those gifts clearly in candidates you are sending 
us. In our communications, interviews and meetings with them, may we find 
ourselves once again who we surely are in Christ Jesus, stewards of your many 
gifts. Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated for the Readings  
 



The First Lesson 
 

The First Reading is from the Book of Exodus, Chapter 24, beginning at the twelfth verse 
 
The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, 
which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his 
assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the 
elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron 
and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring 
fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses 
entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 
After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 2 
 

1 Why are the nations in an uproar? * 
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 

2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, 
and the princes plot together, * 
against the LORD and against his Anointed? 

3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; * 
"let us cast off their bonds from us." 

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; * 
the Lord has them in derision. 

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, * 
and his rage fills them with terror. 



6 "I myself have set my king * 
upon my holy hill of Zion." 

7 Let me announce the decree of the LORD: * 
he said to me, "You are my Son; 
this day have I begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance * 
and the ends of the earth for your possession. 

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod * 
and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 

10 And now, you kings, be wise; * 
be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

11 Submit to the LORD with fear, * 
and with trembling bow before him; 

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; * 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

13 Happy are they all * 
who take refuge in him! 

 
 
The Second Lesson 
 

The Epistle is from 2 Peter, Chapter 1, beginning at the sixteenth verse. 
 
We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, 
while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God. 
 



After each Reading, the Reader may say 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #137 
 

1. O wondrous type! O vision fair 
of glory that the Church may share, 
which Christ upon the mountain shows, 
where brighter than the sun he glows! 
 
2. With Moses and Elijah nigh 
the incarnate Lord holds converse high; 
and from the cloud, the Holy One 
bears record to the only Son. 
 
3. With shining face and bright array, 
Christ deigns to manifest today 
what glory shall be theirs above 
who joy in God with perfect love. 
 
 
Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings 
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a 
voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome 



by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
After the Gospel, the Deacon says 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
Gradual Hymn  Hymnal 1982, #137 
 

4. And faithful hearts are raised on high 
by this great vision's mystery; 
for which in joyful strains we raise 
the voice of prayer, the hymn of praise. 
 
5. O Father, with the eternal Son, 
and Holy Spirit, ever One, 
vouchsafe to bring us by thy grace 
to see thy glory face to face. 
 
 
The Sermon   The Rev. Alisha King, Deacon 
 
 
Nicene Creed   All stand 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 



    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
A Litany for Peace  
As the war in Ukraine approaches one year. 
 
God the Father, have mercy on us.  
God the Son, have mercy on us.  
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.  
 
Holy and blessed Trinity, one God,  
have mercy on us.  
 



In these days of trouble, fear and sorrow, 
have mercy on us.  
 
In our despair at the violence that seems to fill the world,  
have mercy on us.  
 
In the pain of lost life and shattered hopes, 
have mercy on us.  
 
In our grieving for those who have died, 
have mercy on us.  
 
In our compassion for all who are bereaved, 
have mercy on us.  
 
From the history of violence that corrupts every society and our own, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From the greed and injustice that divide the world into rich and poor, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From the urge for revenge that adds to the cycle of violence, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From the fear that grows into hatred for people who are different, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From being too quick to attribute blame and demand retribution, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From believing ourselves safe through anything other than your grace, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
From dying suddenly and unprepared, 
O Lord, deliver us. 
 
For those who plan and carry out acts of violence, 
Lord, hear our prayer.  



 
For all who seek justice and ensure the rule of law, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the victims of war and terrorism everywhere on earth, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who live in fear, and for refugees from violent regimes, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the people of Ukraine, that they may be granted peace once more, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For rescue workers and medical teams treating those injured in conflict zones, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For aid agencies and their workers, responding with practical care in dangerous 
places, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the leaders of all the nations, looking for ways to work together beyond fear 
and suspicion, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For people of goodwill, responding generously to the needs of suffering 
communities, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who have friends and family involved in areas of conflict and disaster, 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For communities that are terrified by missiles, snipers, vigilantes or death 
squads, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the vulnerable and defenseless in conflict zones, for the children, the elderly, 
the disabled, the sick: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Deacon adds a concluding Collect 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; 



for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Deacon and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Deacon says 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Holy Communion 
  
Offertory 
  

The Celebrant says to the people  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and  
sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 
 

Doxology 
 
The Deacon says: 
In fellowship with the whole Church of God, with all who have been brought 
together by the Holy Spirit to worship on this day, and who have celebrated the 
Eucharist, let us rejoice that we are called to be part of the body of Christ. 
 
People: Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one Bread. 
 
In Silence, the Deacon places The Blessed Sacrament on the Altar. 
 

Deacon: Let us pray. 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before He suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of His Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
thankfully, in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, Who in these holy 
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and Who lives and reigns forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
So, with all Christians who are gathered together today everywhere, throughout 
the world, and with the great procession of your Saints, as brothers and sisters 
we pray to you, as our Savior has taught us: 
 
The Deacon and people together say 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Deacon and people together say 
Most merciful Lord, your love compels us to come in. Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under 
your table. But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, and share your bread 
with sinners. So cleanse and feed us with the precious body and blood of your 
Son, that he may live in us and we in him; and that we, with the whole company 
of Christ, may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen. 
 
 
The Invitation and Communion 
 

The Deacon elevates and presents the Eucharistic gifts to the people and invites them to Communion, 
saying: 
Be present, be present, O Jesus, our great high Priest as you were present with 
your disciples, and known to us in the breaking of the bread; who lives and 
reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen. 
 
The Deacon says the following. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The Deacon then says,   
Let us share the gifts of God. 
 
 
Communion Hymn Hymnal 1982, #328 
 

1 Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord, 
and drink the holy Blood for you outpoured. 
 
2 Saved by that Body and that holy Blood, 



with souls refreshed, we render thanks to God. 
 
3 Salvation's giver, Christ, the only Son, 
by his dear cross and blood the victory won. 
 
4 Offered was he for greatest and for least, 
himself the Victim, and himself the Priest. 
 
5 Approach ye then with faithful hearts sincere, 
and take the pledges of salvation here. 
 
6 He that his saints in this world rules and shields 
to all believers life eternal yields; 
 
7 with heavenly bread he makes the hungry whole, 
gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 
 
8 Alpha-Omega, unto whom shall bow 
all nations at the doom, is with us now. 
 
 
After all have received Communion, the deacon replaces the Blessed Sacrament in the Aumbry. 
 
A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
For Those unable to Receive Holy Communion 
 
After Communion, the Deacon then shares the following prayer for those not able to be present. 
Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love, you fed your people in 
the wilderness with the bread of angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of 
life. Though I cannot physically consume these gifts of bread and wine, I thank 
you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of 
sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
may I embody your desire, and be renewed for your service, through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 

Deacon Let us pray 



Deacon and people together say 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Deacon: May Christ’s bright star enlighten our minds and hearts as we strive for 
equality, justice and kindness in the world and may the blessings of God our 
Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life be with us always. Amen. 
 
 
Recessional Hymn   Hymnal 1982, #460 
 

1 Alleluia! sing to Jesus! 
his the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, 
his the victory alone; 
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion 
thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of every nation 
hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
2 Alleluia! not as orphans 
are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! he is near us, 
faith believes, nor questions how: 
though the cloud from sight received him, 
when the forty days were o'er, 
shall our hearts forget his promise, 
"I am with you evermore"? 
 
3 Alleluia! Bread of Heaven, 
thou on earth our food, our stay! 
Alleluia! here the sinful 
flee to thee from day to day: 
Intercessor, friend of sinners, 
earth's Redeemer, plead for me, 
where the songs of all the sinless 



sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
4 Alleluia! King eternal, 
thee the Lord of lords we own: 
Alleluia! born of Mary, 
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 
thou within the veil hast entered, 
robed in flesh, our great High Priest: 
thou on earth both Priest and Victim 
in the eucharistic feast. 
 
5 Alleluia! sing to Jesus! 
his the scepter his the throne; 
Alleluia! his the triumph, 
his the victory alone; 
Hark! the songs of holy Zion 
thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus out of every nation 
hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
The Deacon dismisses them with these words 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia 



Welcome to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church 

All baptized Christians, of any age & denomination, are welcome to receive communion.  
**Gluten Free Wafers are available. 
  

Prayer List 
  

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose 
Cabrera, Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, Letty Trimper Hurst, Fr. Joe Rushton, Connie 
Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, Dolores Rothermel, Randy 
Hastings, Frank Candeloro, Jr., John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, 
Yvetta Henry Tull, Melvin, Jean Charles, Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan 
Jones, Richard, Brad, Larry Lorton, Dee Toms, The Lecates Family, Hunter 
Berry, The People of Ukraine, Jennings Whittington, Michael Hallett, Hannah 
Johnson, Gordon Clark, Hugh Smith, Emilio Parrazal Diaz, Karen Sweezey, 
Ralph Hastings, Cathy Wist, Frank Avallone, Rev. Laura Dorsey 
 

This Week We Pray For ... 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We give thanks for the witness of God’s people at 
St. Philip’s, Quantico, and their Deacon-in-Residence, Laura Harbaugh, and her 
spouse, Greg. 
 
Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle: Ocean City Baptist Church, Ocean 
City 
 
Birthdays: Jennifer Hallon 


