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Bishop's Christmas Message
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord”
(St. Luke 2:11)
These words spoken by the angelic host are from the Christmas Story, passed on from
generation to generation for centuries. It continues to spread warm and joyful feelings
today, even as it did over two thousand years ago. What is so magical and compelling
about this story is that our Savior is born and invites us into a personal relationship with
God. Sisters and brothers, think of a time when someone invited you into a personal
relationship. These same feelings were the expression of the angels to the shepherds.
The message of Christmas is about God coming among us, not as a lofty king, rather as
a humble child born in a dark stable, in the home of a simple yet righteous family. This is
the most profound testimony of revealing God’s love for all humans. In the fullness of
time, chosen in the wisdom of God, the Son of God took for himself our common sinful
humanity in order to restore us to the Creator. He came to transcend evil and restore
righteousness, while conquering darkness and unleashing authentic hope in the goodness
of human nature. And so, at the birth of our Lord the angels sing with joy: “Glory to God
in the highest,” and they proclaim, “Peace to all people on earth”.
It is our story still – Christ is born: let us glorify him with the angels and all
creation. Christ comes down from heaven: let us go out to meet him. Christ our Lord is
here in the flesh. He shares in the poverty of our flesh that we may share in the riches of
his Godhead. In this Christmas season, let us give reverence to the nativity, which
releases us from the chains of evil! Let us honor the little child of Bethlehem, who
restores us to paradise; let us reverence the manger because from it we are fed with
divine understanding, the Word of God!

The Christmas scene is a constant reminder that God gave us family to get through the
ordinary days of our lives when nothing much is happening, and the bad days when we
feel very much alone. The consoling message of Christmas is that God is a part of our
family now as much as in heaven. Part of our joy at Christmas comes not only because
God came to our home to share our humanity, but that one day we will share the eternal
joy of being in God’s home.
While we clearly acknowledge the times are troubling and uncertain due to health and
safety concerns brought about by covid-19 and associated variants, do remember the
angels were singing on the day when God almighty was born as a human being. Christ
was born into this sometimes-disordered world and his coming changed things. He who
has survived numerous wars, natural disasters, untold pandemics and epidemics still
reigns eternal as our HOPE, JOY and LOVE!
We join with all our Episcopal families across the diocese, and by extension the global
Christian community, to honor and reiterate the importance of family life. We are
encouraged by this message to gather families and loved ones together to share the spirit
of the Christmas season. And I do so cognizant of the caution to observe health and safety
protocols. Let me reiterate the need for all of us to be vigilant and wear your masks. Be
your own self-advocate!
Also, as we use this time to share quality time with family and friends, let us be
mindful of the neighbor at our door who may be unable to experience the joy of the
season, simply because their condition in life deprives them of the same opportunity. Let
us lend a helping hand to make Jesus part of their holiday experience, so that the light of
the Christ child’s divine presence shines brightly for them.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR
BELOVED SISTERS & BROTHERS IN CHRIST!
We love you!
+San & Lynn

Team NOEL as they distribute Christmas Dinner Food Bags on December 23, 2021.

In Thanksgiving for Guy Robert Ayres III, Lorna Ross Seward, Meg Wittington-James
by Kay Ayres
In Memory of John & Sarah Zarisky and in Thanksgiving for Alex, Stacy and their
families
by Lynda Azar
In Memory of Francisco Candeloro and in Thanksgiving for my wonderful family
by Viola Candeloro
In Memory of Paul Charles, my
parents, and my son, Bryan and in Thanksgiving for Viola Candeloro & family
by Jean Charles
In Memory of Peg and Delbert Clark by Gordon Clark
In Memory of Gary T Cooper, Matthew Ballard Cooper, Lester V. Ballard, Helen
Elizabeth & Lester Samuel Ballard and in Thanksgiving for my good health and a
wonderful family by Beverly Elaine Cooper
In Thanksgiving for my family by Amanda Cropper
In Thanksgiving for the blessings of the Lord on my life by Andy E. Diaz
In Memory of my Rex by Shirley Hailey
In Memory of Robert, Elaine and Jim Farley by Jody Farley & Helena Russell
In Memory of our loved ones and in Thanksgiving for our family and friends
by Dan and Deb Harris
In Thanksgiving for the Knotts & Wolff families by Nancy & John Knotts
In Memory of Ken MacMullin and in Thanksgiving for my many blessings
by Elsie MacMullin
In Memory of Gil Griggs by Patricia Mulcahy
In Memory of our parents, husbands and sister
by Marlene Mumford & Sandra Andersen
In Memory of Maurice & Betty Wilkins, Dorothy Lee, Sherry Wilkins Lewis & Joyce
Higbee by Mike & Cheryl Nottingham
“The ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons.” (BCP, p.

855.) In Gratitude for all the lay persons of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea, who have supported
this community of faith throughout this past year by Debbie & Tom Shuster
In Memory of Charles Wright by Mary Wright
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Blake Wamester.

streamed.
Click here for a PDF version of the 12/24/2021 bulletin so you can follow along.

Birthdays
Church Online
Click here to watch the 12/19/2021
service of Holy Eucharist with special
guest vocalist Joanna Cross.

Shirley Hailey (12/28)
Susan Mullany (12/31)

Anniversaries
Penny Morrow & Ralph Hastings
(12/26)
Jackie & Kevin Ball (12/31)

Prayer List
Please keep those on our prayer list in your daily prayers.
Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose Cabrera,
Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, David Warren, Letty Trimper Hurst, Rev. Penny Morrow, Fr. Joe
Rushton, Connie Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, Fr. Ron Knapp, Delores

Rothermel, Ronnie Skinner, Randy Hastings, Gary Ballard, Hugh, Frank Candeloro, Jr.,
John Rogers, John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, Yvetta Henry Tull, Melvin,
Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan Jones, Nancy Wimbish, Francisco Hector Diaz
Diaz, Fred Smith, Jean Charles

Worship Leaders Schedule
This Week—December 26, 2021
Officiants: Amy Rothermel, Debbie Shuster
Reader: Bob Rothermel
Altar Guild: Mary Wright
Next Week—January 2, 2022
Officiants: Cami & Paul Roger
Altar Guild: Mary Wright
Click here to view the Parish Calendar


