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December 13, 2021 Vestry Meeting Highlights
·
Modified the Vestry charge to the Search Committee and
reopened applications through February 11, 2022.
·
Authorized publishing the scheduled Parish Annual
Meeting for Sunday, February 6, 2022 in person at Dewees Hall
following services. The Vestry will begin receiving nominations
for election of two members of the Vestry and delegates and
alternates to the 2023 Diocesan Convention at the Annual
Meeting.
·
Reviewed Vestry Goals accomplished for 2021 and considered some new goals for
2022.
·
Received a report from the Junior Warden on Buildings & Grounds Committee
projects completed and those pending.
·
The Junior Warden discussed a plan for landscaping and drainage improvements
around the church. A proposal from Chesapeake Landscaping will be forwarded to the
Buildings and Grounds Committee for review.
·
Received the Treasurer’s Report as of November 30, 2021.
·
Approved participation with the Diocese in the Boy Scouts Bankruptcy settlement
with the advice of the Chancellor.
·
Received a status report on the 2022 Stewardship Campaign from the Finance
Committee Chair. Twenty-seven (27) parish members have pledged $62,010 as of
December 12.
·
Approved a balanced budget for the Parish ($279,817) and the Community Center
($22,400) for 2022.
·
Received a report on status of the Clergy Search. The two candidates withdrew from
consideration and the search has been reopened.
·
Received an update on the 2021 Worship Schedule. A Service of Lessons and Carols
is planned for December 24. There will be no service on December 25. There will be a
Morning Prayer service on December 26.
·
Secured supply clergy for 2022.
·
The next Vestry meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, January 19, 2022.
Tom Shuster, Senor Warden

Joanne Cross, Featured Soloist
We are thrilled to announce that this Sunday, Soprano, Joanna Cross
will perform during the 10am service. She will sing along with the
congregation as well as sing "In the Bleak Midwinter" during the
offertory. Please join us. You won't want to miss this special event!
Many thanks to Karen Gordon for making Joanna's performance

possible.

Bishop Tornado Appeal
Dear Diocesan Family,
‘God is our refuge and strength, * a very present help in trouble
The Lord of hosts is with us; * the God of Jacob is our stronghold.’
Psalm 46:1-4

Our prayers, hearts and thoughts are fixated on the beloved citizens
and residents of the six states (Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri,
Tennessee, Kentucky and Illinois) struck by a series of powerful tornadoes on Saturday,
December 11, 2021. Like so many, I am still trying to make sense of and questioning the
reasons for such destruction and grief. However, as people of faith who are resilient in
our resolve to live into the resurrection motif that out of darkness comes light, out of
hopelessness comes hope and out of despair comes renewal, I wish to share the gift of the
Christmas message of Christ’s coming. It is a message that is appropriate, not so much at
the sight and experience of the horror stories seen and heard in the aftermath of this
destruction, but that God was and is there in the midst of the rubble and the
unimaginable pain and grief. God’s hope of a new day surrounds our sisters and brothers
undergoing this terrible human tragedy of lives lost in their prime, and cherished
personal possessions obliterated. We continue to offer our unselfish prayers for our
beloved sisters and brothers in those six states, in particular West Kentucky.
In this season, God’s concern is not just for a sympathetic demonstration of genuine
concern, but also a movement of the heart of compassion and empathy. I strongly urge
every Christian in whose soul the spirit of Christ lives and breathes to consider the offer
of a monetary donation. Your donation will assist in alleviating the unsurmountable loss
presently experienced by citizens of these communities.
To this end, the Bishop’s Christmas Appeal is officially launched to raised funds, all of
which will be donated to Episcopal Relief and Development earmarked for Tornado
Relief. The Bishop’s Appeal extends from Advent 2021 to Epiphany 2022.
Please be generous with your gifts. You may mail or deliver your contribution to the
Diocese of Easton, 314 North Street, Easton, MD 21601, and please include in the memo
line Bishop’s Tornado Appeal or donate online
at www.dioceseofeaston.org/disasterrelief. Your generous donations when
received will be remitted directly to Episcopal Relief & Development.
Let us pray in gratitude and thanksgiving for our providence and in a spirit of contrition
and reverence for the relief and recovery in our six states affected by tornadoes. We also
pray for the leadership of these states. May the restoration of life and possessions be
graced by the spirit of the Christ child. And, may the souls of the departed Rest in

Peace+++
Together in Christ’s service,
+San

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
Christmas Message 2021: ‘In the name of
these refugees, let us help all refugees’
A number of years ago I read a book by Roberta
Bondi who at that time was teaching at the
Candler School of Theology at Emory University.
The title of the book was “To Love as God Loves.”
Professor Bondi in that book looked at and examined early Christians. And one of the
things she observed was that early Christians saw their vocation of following Jesus as
learning how to love as God loves. And that was the title of the book, “To Love as God
Loves.”
If that is true, as I believe it is, when we look at the New Testament stories of Jesus, and
particularly the stories around Christmas, we see early glimmers of Jesus showing us
how to love as God loves. The Christmas stories found in Matthew and in Luke, for
example, actually show us something about God's way of love.
We all know the Christmas stories, the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes as it's found in
Luke's gospel, the baby that's born of Mary, the stories of Mary while she was pregnant
meeting her cousin Elizabeth, and the words of the Magnificat—“My soul doth magnify
the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
We know the stories of Mary giving birth in the manger because there was no room for
them in the inn, the stories of the shepherds out on the field beholding the angel choir—
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo.” The stories of a baby born is the story of beauty, a story of hope;
for as the Jewish tradition says, every child who is born is a reminder that God is not
finished with the world yet. In this case, the baby that was born was named Jesus.
Click here for the full transcript of Bishop Curry's message or click on the
image to go to the Episcopal Church website to watch the video.

It was so good to have Karen Gordon with us, if only for a day.

To the Congregation of St. Paul's by-the-Sea
From the bottom of my heart, I thank you! I am sad to
be leaving but happy in where I am going - Kent Island
where I have a lot of family. This is what I need now. I
have transferred my church membership to Christ
Church, Kent Island, but will remain a pledging
participant of St. Paul's by-the-Sea. Keep up the good
work! Beverly Cooper

Please help fill our tree with warm hats, mittens and scarfs.
Clothes pins are available under the tree. This Sunday is the
final day for donations. The proceeds will be donated to the
NOEL Committee for distribution to those in need.
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Click here for a PDF version of the 12/19/2021 bulletin so you can follow along.

12/19 - Soloist, Joanna Cross at 10 am service
12/23 - NOEL food bag distribution
12/24 - Lessons & Carols Service 5 pm
12/24 & 12/25 - Church Office Closed
12/31 - Church Office Closed

Church Online

Birthdays

Unfortunately, due to technical
difficulties, we were unable to stream
last week's service.

Anniversaries

Karen Bunting (12/20)
Cami & Paul Rogers (12/19)

Sad News
It is with a heavy heart that we announce the passing of Gary
Whittington. At one time, he was very involved in the life of St. Paul's
by-the-Sea. His funeral is scheduled for January 18. As we have more
details, we will let you know. Please keep his family and friends in your
prayers.

Prayer List
Please keep those on our prayer list in your daily prayers.

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose Cabrera,
Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, David Warren, Letty Trimper Hurst, Rev. Penny Morrow, Fr. Joe
Rushton, Connie Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, Fr. Ron Knapp, Delores
Rothermel, Ronnie Skinner, Randy Hastings, Gary Ballard, Hugh, Frank Candeloro, Jr.,
John Rogers, John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, Yvetta Henry Tull, Melvin,
Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan Jones, Nancy Wimbish, Francisco Hector Diaz
Diaz, Fred Smith

Worship Leaders Schedule
This Week—December 19, 2021
Celebrant: Rev. Dr. Frieda Malcolm
Organist: Shirley Hailey
Soloist: Joanna Cross
Reader: Debbie Shuster
Altar Guild: Mary Wright
Usher: Kay Ayres
Counters: Shirley Aydelotte, Lynda Azar
Next Week—December 26, 2021
Officiants: Amy Rothermel
Reader: Bob Rothermel
Altar Guild: Mary Wright
Click here to view the Parish Calendar


