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Morning Prayer—Rite II 
  

Welcome to St. Paul's by-the-Sea. Today we are worshipping according to the Order for Daily 
Morning Prayer: Rite II, led by our Licensed Worship Leaders, Tom and Debbie Shuster. 
Enjoy the service and thank you for worshipping with us. 
  
Advent Tradition 
Advent is the first season of the church year, beginning with the fourth Sunday 
before Christmas and continuing through the day before Christmas. The name is 
derived from a Latin word for "coming." The season is a time of  
preparation and expectation for the coming celebration of our Lord's nativity, and 
for the final coming of Christ "in power and glory." There are several ways that 
Advent is counted down but the most common are candles or calendar.  
  
THE GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL 
  
The Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 
Advent Wreath Liturgy, Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, Christ, compiled and written by the Rev. Matthew 
Kozlowski. 
  

Officiant:  "Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath.  Each 
candle has a meaning.  This first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE." 
  

The candles are lit; the lighter says.  
  

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace." Colossians 3:15 
  
Prayer (in unison):  "Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the 
courage to hope. Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this 
community, and for the world. Through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption 
and hope. Amen." 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Processional Hymn:   Hymnal 1982, #59 
 

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. 
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say; 
"Cast away the works of darkness, 
O ye children of the day." 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven; 
 
4 so when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
may he with his mercy shield us, 
and with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while unending ages run. 
 
 
THE GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
Opening Sentences   
Please stand as the Officiant(s) begin the service   
  
Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36 
  
 



In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. Isaiah 40:3 
  
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. Isaiah 40:5 
 
 
Confession of Sin  
  

The Officiant says to the people 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf 
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and 
mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 
  
Silence may be kept. 
  

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Officiant, kneeling, says 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
  



The Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80 
  

All stand 
  

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  
In Advent 
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him. 
 
 
Venite BCP p. 81 
Psalm 95:1-7 (in unison): 
  

Come let us sing to the Lord;*  
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving*  
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  
For the Lord is a great God, *  
and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,*  
and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
and his hands have molded the dry land.    
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand, *  
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Canticle 16 BCP p. 92 
The Song of Zachariah 
Luke 1:68-79 
 
The leader to announce manner of recitation 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
     he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
    holy and righteous in his sight   all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
  
After the Psalm, all say together 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated for the Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD  
  
First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4 
  

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
Answer:  Thanks be to God 
 
  
Canticle 13 BCP p. 90  

A Song of Praise 
Benedictus es, Domine Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 
  
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
  
  
 
 
 



Second Lesson: Philippians 1:3-11 
  

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 
day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
 
7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your 
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in 
the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for 
all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
Answer:  Thanks be to God 
 
  
Canticle P EOW p.38   
A Song of the Spirit   Revelation 22:12-17  

  

Said in unison 
“Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord, 
“and bringing my reward with me, * 
to give to everyone according to their deeds. 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, * 
the beginning and the end.” 
Blessed are those who do God’s commandments, 
that they may have the right to the tree of life, * 
and may enter the city through the gates. 
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, * 
with this testimony for all the churches. 
“I am the root and the offspring of David, * 
I am the bright morning star.” 
“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; * 
“Come!” let each hearer reply! 



Come forward, you who are thirsty, * 
let those who desire take the water of life as a gift. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:1-6 
  
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;6and all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God.’”  
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
Answer:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
THE CREED AND THE PRAYERS  
  

The Apostles' Creed BCP p. 96 

Officiant and People together say, all standing  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again,  



He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
The Lord's Prayer BCP p. 97 
The people stand or kneel 
  

Officiant and People  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
And forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  
who sin against us.   
 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
And the glory are yours,  
Now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  
Suffrage B BCP p. 98  
  

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 



R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 
 
  

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 
  

The Collect of the Day, said in unison 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
The Diocesan Collect, said in unison 
Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us here at St. 
Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and welcoming people; 
receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may evermore faithfully serve 
all your people, both near and far; this we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Clergy Search Prayer, said in unison 

Gracious God, we are reminded of your gifts in and for all the children of the 
Church. Call on us now; use us, in service of your whole Church. As we work to call 
a new pastor to our congregation, may your Holy Spirit lead us to discern the gifts 
we seek and see those gifts clearly in candidates you are sending us. In our 
communications, interviews and meetings with them, may we find ourselves once 
again who we surely are in Christ Jesus, stewards of your many gifts. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Grace BCP Fp. 100 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new 
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be 
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of' your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
 
 



The Prayers of the People Form III BCP p. 387 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
   

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; On the 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we give thanks for the witness of God’s people at Holy 
Trinity, Oxford, and for their Rector, the Rev. Kevin Cross, and his spouse, Barbara. 
On our Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle we pray for First Presbyterian 
Church, Ocean City.  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for Santosh, our Bishop and all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially those on 
our prayer list; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy.  
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Debbie Harris and Kay 
Ayres; and those celebrating anniversaries. 
  
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence  
 
  



 
A Prayer for Mission BCP p. 100 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and 
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and  
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
Hymn:   Hymnal 1982, #76 
 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
and let each heart prepare a home 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore 
earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101  
  

Officiant and People 
  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your  
well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name  
you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Then may be said 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn Hymnal 65 
 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, 
your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, 
foretold in sacred story. 
 
Refrain: 
O blest is Christ who came 
in God’s most holy name. 
 
2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; 
he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 
and justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, 
for grace and joy abounding. [Refrain] 
 
3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 
your Savior’s rule embrace, 
and tidings of salvation 
proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow rejoicing, 
their adoration voicing. [Refrain] 
 
  
DISMISSAL 
 
Officiant 

“Life is short. We don't have much time to gladden the hearts of those who walk this 
way with us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind.” 
― Henri-Frédéric Amiel  
 

Thank you for joining us today. Please remember our offering plate in the rear of 
the nave. 



Welcome to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church 

All baptized Christians, of any age & denomination, are welcome to receive communion.  
**Gluten Free Wafers are available. 
  

Prayer List 
  

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose 
Cabrera, Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, David Warren, Letty Trimper Hurst, Rev. Penny 
Morrow, Fr. Joe Rushton, Connie Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, 
Fr. Ron Knapp, Delores Rothermel, Ronnie Skinner, Randy Hastings, Gary Ballard, 
Hugh, Frank Candeloro, Jr., John Rogers, John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas 
Allan, Yvetta Henry Tull, Melvin, Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan Jones, Jean 
Charles, Nancy Wimbish, Francisco Hector Diaz Diaz, Fred Smith 
  

This Week We Pray For ... 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We give thanks for the witness of God’s people at Holy 
Trinity, Oxford, and for their Rector, the Rev. Kevin Cross, and his spouse, Barbara. 
 
Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle: First Presbyterian Church, Ocean City. 
 
Birthdays: Debbie Harris, Kay Ayres 
 
 
 

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

December 5 

II Advent 

10 am 

Morning Prayer,  

Rite II 

In-Person & 

Facebook 

6 

Nativity Set 

Up & 

Greening of 

the Church 

9am  

7  8 9  10  11 

December 12 

III Advent 

10 am 

Holy Eucharist  

w/ Pastor Karen 

Wamester 

In-Person & 

Facebook 

13 

 

 

 

Vestry Mtg 

SPBTS 

5:30pm 

 

14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

December 19 

IV Advent 

10 am 

Holy Eucharist  

w/ Rev. Dr. Frieda 

Malcolm 

Featuring Soloist, 

Joanna Cross 

In-Person & 

Facebook  

20  21  22 23 

 

 

 

NOEL 

Food Bag 

Distribution  

24 

Christmas 

Eve 
 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

5pm Lesson & 

Carols Service  

25 

Christmas 

Day  

December 26 

I Christmas 

10 am 

Morning Prayer,  

Rite II 

In-Person & 

Facebook  

27  28  29 30  31 

New Year’s 

Eve 
 

Church Office 

Closed 

January 1 

New Year’s 

Day 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

Shepherds Crook is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays in DeWees Hall from 10am to 

Noon, serving free dry food goods. On Saturdays the NOEL Community will provide free carry out lunches.  

December 5th, 2021 – January 1st, 2022 



 
 
 
 

 

“Love God, Serve the World” 
  

The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, Bishop 
  

  

-- The Parish Vestry -- 
 2022 2023 2024 

 Jerilyn Andrews Karen Gordon Kay Ayres 

  John Knotts Paul Rogers Tom Shuster 

    Bob Rothermel 

     
   

-- 2022 Diocesan Convention -- 

Paul Rogers & Amy Rothermel — Delegates 

Karen Cramer & Nancy Knotts — Alternates 

  

Tom Shuster, Sr. Warden  

Bob Rothermel, Jr. Warden & Chair, Buildings & Grounds 

Cheryl Nottingham, Registrar  

Paul Rogers, Treasurer  

Cheryl Nottingham, Finance Chair 

Amy Rothermel, Chair, Memorial Fund 

Nancy Knotts, Shepherd’s Crook 

Karen Cramer, Chair, Parish Life, Historian 

Mary Wright, Chair, Altar Guild 

Tom Shuster, Chair, Worship Committee 

Shirley Hailey, Choir & Organist 

Don O’Grince, Administrative Assistant 

Jody Farley, Bookkeeper, Communications, Office Assistant 

Karen Gordon, Pastoral Liaison 302-236-0592 
  

  

302 N. Baltimore Avenue • Ocean City, MD  21842 

Telephone: 410-289-3453 • Fax: 410-289-0642 

www.stpaulsbythesea.org • office@stpaulsbythesea.org 

 


