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Advent Wreath and Candles
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839.
A Lutheran minister working at a mission for children
created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed
twenty small red candles and four large white candles
inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays and
the four white candles were lit on Sundays.
Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life
in the midst of winter and death as the evergreen is continuously green. The circle
reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes possible.
Advent candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbolizing and reminding us
that Jesus came as Light into our dark world. The candles are often set in a circular
Advent wreath. In Scandinavia, Lutheran churches light a candle each day of December;
by Christmas, they have twenty-four candles burning. Another Advent candle option is a
single candle with twenty-four marks on the side--the candle is lit each day and allowed
to melt down to the next day’s mark.
The most common Advent candle tradition, however, involves four candles around the
wreath. A new candle is lit on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle
represents something different, although traditions vary. Often, the first, second, and
fourth candles are purple; the third candle is rose-colored. Sometimes all the candles are
red; in other traditions, all four candles are blue or white. Occasionally, a fifth white
candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and is lit on Christmas Day to celebrate
Jesus’ birth.
The advent candles correspond to the themes of each week of advent. Families and
church congregations begin lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and
they light another candle each subsequent Sunday.
The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets
of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival.
The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s Candle." Micah had
foretold that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace
of King David.
The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s Candle." To the
shepherd’s great joy, the angels announced that Jesus came for humble,
unimportant people like them, too. In liturgy, the color rose signifies joy.
The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s Candle." The angels
announced that Jesus came to bring peace--He came to bring people close to God
and to each other again.
The (optional) fifth candle represents light and purity and is called "Christ’s
candle." It is placed in the middle and is lit on Christmas Day.

Excerpts from www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/thebeautiful-meaning-and-purpose-of-advent.html

Farewell Luncheon for Beverly Cooper
Please join us after the service this Sunday for a
luncheon in honor of Beverly Cooper. She has been an
active member, worshipping and serving at St. Paul's
by-the-Sea for more than 50 years. In two weeks, she
will be moving to Kent Island to live near her extended
family. Join us in wishing her well as she starts this
new chapter.

Stewardship 2022 Testimonial from Cheryl Nottingham
As it was presented at the November 21, 2021 church service

This year our theme for the St. Paul’s By-the-Sea stewardship
campaign is “New Beginnings in 2022” as 2022 holds the promise of
finding and starting a relationship with a new priest so the theme
selected was timely and appropriate to our circumstances.
Psalm 24-1 says, the earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is… We
therefore are stewards of what we possess owing it all to God.
Webster’s defines stewardship as the job of supervising or taking care
of something, such as an organization or property. We use our stewardship funds to take
care of the church and the people in need within our community. So this morning I ‘d like
to speak specifically about how your stewardship helps the Shepherd’s Crook to feed the
hungry. Thank you to the SC committee for their service and for providing me with these
statistics to share with you.
SC serviced an average of 370 people a month thru Sept 2021. They never missed a beat
during the worst of the COVID pandemic. The Crook remained open our regular hours
throughout the pandemic all but one day due to an outbreak of the virus at the cold
weather shelter which shares a lot of the same clients.
From Jan 2021 (and other months in 2020) thru May 2021 they allowed 2 people in at a
time keeping proper social distance, taking temperature and remaining masked. Clients
got their food and then had to leave.
As of June 2021 - SC was able to stop limiting the amount of people allowing clients to be
able to get food and stay and socialize. They also started coffee service again. Volunteers
and clients still wear masks since many are unvaccinated. All volunteers have been
vaccinated but they continue to wear masks out of caution.
This year, J1 students started returning in June and a few stayed into October, most
leaving in September. There were no J1 students in 2020 due to the COVID pandemic.
Due to fear of the Covid 19 virus, relocation, increased SNAP and unemployment
benefits, some of our local clients did not come to the Crook on as regular a basis as
before the virus so the amount of people being served on a daily basis has decreased.
NOEL continues to make bagged lunches every Saturday. They also buy and deliver

water when needed. A couple from the Catholic church volunteers deliver bagged lunches
every Tuesday. Both AUMC and Holy Spirit have continual food drives and they deliver
canned and dry goods to us every couple of months. Bonnie Caudell and random people
and organizations continue to bring dry and canned goods. SC continues to get donations
from Wawa and Acme of breads and sweets. Food Lion produce is delivered 1 or 2
times/week. Individuals, Organizations and area Churches continue to donate money
very generously.
These are all excellent examples of SPBTS and other churches, organizations and
volunteers of being good stewards of the blessings that God has provided.
My mentor often says this about giving and volunteering, “you get back much more than
you will ever give”. The Bible says it is more blessed to give than to receive. I find both
these statements to be very true and I hope you do as well. Please consider a stewardship
pledge of time, talent or money for 2022.

Sad News
It is with a heavy heart
that we inform you of the
passing of John Skinkus
last week. Both John and
his wife, Dorie, were
faithful members and
servants of St. Paul's bythe-Sea: John was a volunteer at Shepherd's Crook,
Dorie was a counter. They had relocated to Gettysburg to
be nearer to family. Let us prayer for his family & friends.

Tom Shuster is pictured with the clergy from the Community Church of Ocean Pines,
Temple Bat Yam, and Holy Trinity Cathedral with whom he participated in an interfaith
community Thanksgiving service that took place on Sunday, November 21, 2021

Now in place beside the pulpit. Please help fill
our tree with warm hats, mittens and scarfs.
Clothes pins are available under the tree. We
will be collecting these items until December
19th. The proceeds will be donated to the NOEL
Committee for distribution to those in need.
No empty branches please!

We are now accepting orders for poinsettias or greenery to be placed in the church during
Christmas. The cost of the poinsettias is $10 per plant, however, all donations are
welcome. To ensure that your dedication appears in the Christmas bulletin, please submit
your order form to the parish office by December 14.

Christmas Boxes for Hope4 Recovery
The Ocean Cluster continues our relationship with
Hope4Recovery House in Berlin by bringing a monthly
supper to the residents. For Christmas, we are going to
make Christmas Boxes and we need your help! Donation
are needed: Athletic Socks, Toothpaste, Toiletries, Candy,
and Stocking Stuffers. If you would like to donate money, cash is preferred (mark
envelope with Christmas Boxes) or make checks out to St. Paul's by-the-Sea with
Christmas Boxes in the Memo. We will be collecting from November 14 though
December 12 and will deliver the boxes in time for Christmas. There is a large basket in
the Narthex in which to deposit your donations. Thank you for your help!
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Click here for a PDF version of the 11/28/2021 bulletin so you can follow along.

Church Online

Birthdays

To view the November 21st Holy
Eucharist service, click here.

Amanda Cropper (11/30)
Lisa Mitchell (12/3)

11/28 - First Sunday of Advent
11/28 - Farewell Luncheon for Beverly Cooper
12/1 - Grace Parker Breakfast
12/2 - Berlin Christmas Parade
12/4 - OC Christmas Parade
12/5 - OC Lifesaving Museum Open House
12/13 - Vestry Meeting 5:30 pm
12/19 - Soloist, Joanna Cross at 10 am service
12/23 - NOEL food bag distribution
12/24 & 12/25 - Church Office Closed
12/25 - Lessons & Carols Service 5 pm

Prayer List
Please keep those on our prayer list in your daily prayers.

Robbie Whittington Joyce, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Shirley Connor, Jose Cabrera,
Ryan Fischer, Katlyn, David Warren, Letty Trimper Hurst, Rev. Penny Morrow, Fr. Joe
Rushton, Connie Mayers, Doug Dryden, Brian Friedman, Grace, Fr. Ron Knapp, Delores
Rothermel, Ronnie Skinner, Randy Hastings, Gary Ballard, Hugh, Frank Candeloro, Jr.,
John Rogers, John Seward, Stephanie Hill, Douglas Allan, Yvetta Henry Tull, Melvin,
Jimmy Farley, Alex Hoffman, Jonathan Jones, Jean Charles, Nancy Wimbish, Francisco
Hector Diaz Diaz, Fred Smith

Worship Leaders Schedule
This Week—November 28, 2021
Celebrant: The Rev. Dr. Frieda Malcolm
Organist: Shirley Hailey
Readers: Debbie Shuster
Altar Guild: Mary Wright
Usher: Tom Shuster
Counters: Nancy Knotts, Debbie Shuster
Next Week—December 5, 2021
Officiants: Tom & Debbie Shuster
Organist: Shirley Hailey
Altar Guild: Mary Wright
Usher: Kay Ayres
Click here to view the Parish Calendar


