St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church
Ocean City, Maryland

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
February 14, 2021

A Service of Morning Prayer Rite II
Welcome to St. Paul's by-the-Sea. Today we are worshipping according to the Order for Daily
Morning Prayer Rite II, led by our Licensed Worship Leaders Amy Rothermel, Debbie Shuster
and Tom Shuster. Enjoy the service and thank you for worshipping with us.
This last Sunday after the Epiphany lies on February 14, a day on which we celebrate the
brothers Cyril and Methodius, Apostles to the Slavs, Patrons of Europe, 869 & 885. Around
863, these brothers, born in Thessalonica, were sent by Emperor Michael III to Moravia as
missionaries. Their goal was to bring the faith to the Moravians. They translated the Bible
into the vernacular, and Cyril is credited with creating the Glogolithic alphabet (from which
the Cyrillic alphabet is derived). Cyril died on February 14, which has been chosen by the
Roman Churches, Anglican Communion and Lutheran Churches for remembrance of both
Cyril and Methodius. In the Czech Republic and Slovakia, their saint day is celebrated on July 5.
Opening Hymn
We encourage you to reflect on the music and the lyrics.

1 When morning gilds the skies,
my heart, awaking, cries,
may Jesus Christ be praised!
When evening shadows fall,
this rings my curfew call,
may Jesus Christ be praised!
2 When mirth for music longs,
this is my song of songs:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
God's holy house of prayer
hath none that can compare with:
Jesus Christ be praised!
3 No lovelier antiphon
in all high heaven is known
than, Jesus Christ be praised!
There to the eternal Word
the eternal psalm is heard:
may Jesus Christ be praised!

Hymnal 427

4 Ye nations of mankind,
in this your concord find:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
Let all the earth around
ring joyous with the sound:
may Jesus Christ be praised!
5 Sing, suns and stars of space,
sing, ye that see his face,
sing, Jesus Christ be praised!
God's whole creation o'er,
both now and evermore
shall Jesus Christ be praised!
THE GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL
Opening Sentences
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The Officiant(s) begin the service:

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the
earth. Isaiah 49:6b
Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the people

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
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have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant, kneeling, says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in
eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter
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All stand

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Except in Lent, add Alleluia.
From the Epiphany through the Baptism of Christ, and on the Feasts of the Transfiguration and Holy Cross

The Lord has shown forth his glory: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate Psalm 100
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
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Please be seated for the Readings

The Psalm of the Day 50:1-6
The leader to announce manner of recitation
1

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.
3
Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
4
He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
5
“Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
First Lesson 2 Kings 2:1-12
The Reader reads the Old Testament Lesson
1

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know;
keep silent.’
4
Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said
to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’
And he answered, ‘Yes, I know; be silent.’
6

Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of

them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
9

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.’ 10He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ 11As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them,
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying
out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
Reader: The Word of the Lord
Answer: Thanks be to God
Canticle 17
The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis
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Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free*
To go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Saviour,*
Whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,*
And the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The Reader reads the Epistle
3

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.4In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we
do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’,

who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ
Reader: The Word of the Lord
Answer: Thanks be to God
Canticle 11
The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, illuminare
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19

Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations Will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Gospel Lesson Mark 9:2-9
The Reader reads a lesson from the Gospel of Mark

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And
there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter
said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 6He did not know what to say, for they were
terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice,
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 8Suddenly when they looked around,
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
2

9

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
Reader: The Word of the Lord
Answer: Thanks be to God

SERMON – written by Michael Toy, alumnus of Princeton Theological Seminary, published
by the Office of Communication of The Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York,
NY 10017
THE CREED AND THE PRAYERS
The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together say, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again,
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He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
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The people stand or kneel
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Suffrage A
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
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V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Officiant then says the following Collects

The Collect of the Day (in unison):
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon
the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his
countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Cyril and Methodius
Almighty and everlasting God, who by the power of the Holy Spirit moved your
servants Cyril and Methodius to bring the light of the Gospel to a hostile and
divided people: Overcome all bitterness and strife among us by the love of Christ,
and make us one united family under the banner of the Prince of Peace; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Diocesan Collect (in unison)
Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us here at St.
Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and welcoming people;
receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may evermore faithfully serve
all your people, both near and far; this we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Prayers of the People Form III
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The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
A Prayer for Mission
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Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we
offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and
ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Hymn
1 O for a closer walk with God,
a calm and heavenly frame,
a light to shine upon the road
that leads me to the Lamb!
2 Where is the blessedness I knew
when first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul-refreshing view
of Jesus and his word?

Hymnal 683

3 Return, O holy Dove, return,
sweet messenger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
and drove thee from my breast.
4 The dearest idol I have known,
whate'er that idol be,
help me to tear it from thy throne,
and worship only thee.
5 So shall my walk be close with God,
calm and serene my frame;
so purer light shall mark the road
that leads me to the Lamb.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
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In light of our annual meeting this afternoon, we offer the two following prayers:
For the Parish
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Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our
prayers for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and
restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring
us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
For a Church Convention or Meeting
Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present
with those who take counsel in St. Paul’s by-the-Sea for the renewal and mission of
your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to
perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to
accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
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Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Amen.
Then may be said

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Officiant:

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20,21

Hymn
1 Alleluia! sing to Jesus!
his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,
his the victory alone;
Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus out of every nation
hath redeemed us by his blood.
2 Alleluia! not as orphans
are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! he is near us,
faith believes, nor questions how:
though the cloud from sight received him,
when the forty days were o'er,
shall our hearts forget his promise,
"I am with you evermore"?
3 Alleluia! Bread of Heaven,
thou on earth our food, our stay!
Alleluia! here the sinful
flee to thee from day to day:
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's Redeemer, plead for me,
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.
4 Alleluia! King eternal,
thee the Lord of lords we own:
Alleluia! born of Mary,
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:
thou within the veil hast entered,
robed in flesh, our great High Priest:
thou on earth both Priest and Victim
in the eucharistic feast.

Hymnal 460

5 Alleluia! sing to Jesus!
his the scepter his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,
his the victory alone;
Hark! the songs of holy Zion
thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus out of every nation
hath redeemed us by his blood.

ANNOUNCEMENS
2021 Annual Parish Meeting
Today at 1pm we will gather via Zoom to review 2020 activities and look to the
future. Please plan to attend! A Zoom link was sent out on Friday along with a PDF
of the Annual Report booklet.
SPBTS Book Club
Please consider joining the St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Book Club for one or all meetings!
Our next meeting is Thursday, February 18 at 4:00 p.m. via Zoom when we will be
discussing Tiny Beautiful Things, by Cheryl Strayed. (It is your responsibility to
procure the book.) The discussion will be led by Joy Connor.

Memorial Bricks
Memorial bricks are again being offered for sale, through the end of the year. Our
brick 'garden' is located at the Baltimore Avenue entrance to the
Fellowship Commons. The bricks are available in two sizes: 8x8 ($500 each) and 4 x
8 ($250 each) Wording is of your choice, and graphics are available. If you are
interested in ordering a brick to honor or remember a beloved one, click here to
download a brick form. You can also contact Debbie Shuster at 410-213-9658 or
ocshu@comcast.net, or the church office at 410-289-3453 or
office@stpaulsbythesea.org, and we can forward the order form to you.
Donations are requested to purchase a brick to honor the work of our beloved Mary Wright
and ALL the members of the Altar Guild, past and present. Please contact Debbie Shuster if
you’d like to participate.

February 14th, 2021 – March 13th, 2021
Sun
February 14
Last
Epiphany
10 am
Morning
Prayer
via Facebook
Live

Mon
15
President’s
Day

Tue
16

Wed

Thu

17
18
Ash
Wednesday

Fri

Sat

19

20

4pm Book
Club via
Zoom

1pm Parish
Annual
Meeting via
Zoom
February 21
22
I Lent
10 am
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Ron
Knapp via
Facebook Live

23

24

25

26

27

February 28
II Lent
10 am
Morning
Prayer
via Facebook
Live

2

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

March 1

March 7
8
III Lent
10 am
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Ron
Knapp via
Facebook Live

Shepherds Crook is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays in DeWees Hall
from 10am to Noon, serving free dry food goods. On Saturdays the NOEL Community will
provide free carry out lunches.

“Love God, Serve the World”
The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, Bishop
-- The Parish Vestry -2021
Andy Diaz
Tom Shuster

2022
Jerilyn Andrews
John Knotts
LB Steele

2023
Karen Gordon
Paul Rogers
Bob Rothermel

-- 2021 Diocesan Convention -Amy Rothermel & Tom Shuster—Delegates
Karen Cramer & Nancy Knotts—Alternates
Jerilyn Holston Andrews, Sr. Warden
Bob Rothermel, Jr. Warden & Chair, Buildings & Grounds
Cheryl Nottingham, Registrar
Paul Rogers, Treasurer
Cheryl Nottingham, Finance Chair
Josh Anderson, Financial Advisor
Amy Rothermel, Chair, Memorial Fund
Nancy Knotts, Shepherd’s Crook
Joy Connor, Director, Red Doors
Karen Cramer, Chair, Parish Life, Historian
Mary Wright, Chair, Altar Guild
Shirley Hailey, Choir & Organist
Don O’Grince, Administrative Assistant
Jody Farley, Bookkeeper, Communications, Office Assistant
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