
The room is partially dark when the service is to begin. 

 

Officiant 

    Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light  

around me turn to night," darkness is not dark to you, O  

Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to  

you are both alike.    Psalm 139:10-11  

Let us pray. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy  

great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this  

night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 

us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 

again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 

dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

During the candle-lighting, the following hymn, is then sung  

O Gracious Light    Phos hilaron 

O gracious light,  

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  

and our eyes behold the vesper light,  

we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life,  

and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

 

 



The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant   O God, make speed to save us. 

People   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

A Reading  Luke l:26-37 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 

with you.” 9 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 

over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[b] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 

relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 

sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 

The Word of Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat  

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

    the Almighty has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his Name.  

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

    in every generation.  

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

    he has scattered the proud in their conceit.  

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

    and has lifted up the lowly.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929b


He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he has sent away empty.  

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Suffrages A  

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  

R.    And grant us your salvation.  

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  

R.    Let your people sing with joy.  

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  

R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  

 

 

 



A Collect for Aid against Perils  

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ  

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 

is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 

awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake 

of your love. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 

weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 

sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 

the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 

believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Romans 15:13 

  

  


