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Episcopal Church
Ocean City, Maryland

Holy Eucharist
December 20, 2020

Holy Eucharist—Rite II
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. I can feel His mighty power and His grace. I can hear the brush of
angel's wings, I see glory on each face. Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Advent Tradition
Advent is the first season of the church year, beginning with the fourth Sunday
before Christmas and continuing through the day before Christmas. The name is
derived from a Latin word for "coming." The season is a time of
preparation and expectation for the coming celebration of our Lord's nativity, and
for the final coming of Christ "in power and glory." There are several ways that
Advent is counted down but the most common are candles or calendar.

THE GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL
The Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle
Advent Wreath Liturgy, Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, Christ, compiled and written by the Rev. Matthew
Kozlowski.

Celebrant: "Today we light the first, second, third, and fourth candles of the Advent
wreath. Each candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is
PEACE, the third candle is JOY, and the fourth candle is LOVE."
The candles are lit; the lighter says.
Scripture: "Jesus said to them, I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another." John 13:34
Prayer (in unison): Loving God, you mercy and compassion endure forever. Open
our hearts, that we may receive your love; and following the example of your Son,
spread that love to a love-starved world. Through Jesus Christ, who loved us to the
end. Amen"

The Word of God
A hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung.
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures forever.
The Celebrant may say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
The Celebrant says the Collect.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us here at St.
Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and
welcoming people; receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may
evermore faithfully serve all your people, both near and far; this we pray through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Lessons
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying

A Reading (Lesson) from the Book of 2 Samuel, the 7 chapter beginning at the first verse
th

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from
all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to
the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you."
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live
in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.
Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I
took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict
them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover
the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and
your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
After each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15
The Song of Mary Magnificat
Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Epistle
A Reading (Lesson) from the Epistle to the Romans, the 16 chapter beginning at the twentyfifth verse.
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is
made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to
bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever! Amen.
th

After each Reading, the Reader may say

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

After the Gospel, the Reader says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Reverend Ronald Knapp

On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Form V
Deacon or other leader

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy".
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth
and love, and be found without fault at the day of your
coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Here and after every petition the People respond

Lord, have mercy.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Santosh, our Bishop,
for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people
of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our
divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the
Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may
preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost
their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we
pray to you, O Lord.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and
forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray
to you, O Lord.

For those in positions of public trust,
that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use
of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from
poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for
refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may
be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
For this congregation, for those who are present, and for
those who are absent, that we may be delivered from
hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we
do, we pray to you, O Lord.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all
whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the
grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for
our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to
you, O Lord.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and
those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain
or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary,
Paul, our patron saint, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

Confession of Sin
A Confession of Sin is said here if it has not been said earlier. On
occasion, the Confession may be omitted.
One of the sentences from the Penitential Order on page 351 may be said.
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Eucharistic Prayer C
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of
glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,
and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us
the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets
and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,
or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Then may be sung or said

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,
with thanksgiving.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Celebrant

Welcome to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church
All baptized Christians, of any age & denomination, are welcome to receive
communion. **Gluten Free Wafer are available.

Prayer List
Gary & Beverly Cooper, Robbie Whittington Joyce, Sylvia Tyler, Cathy,
Shelton Watson, David Rouch, Danny Haberman, Joan Leatherwood,
Christopher, Rachel Lee, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Pat Stephens, Shirley
Connor, Yvonne Field, Nancy Turnbull, Joe Walcott, Jan West, Scott Burke, Jose
Cabrera, Deborah Gooch, Jan Richardson, Joan Kamorowski, Melissa Martin, Ryan
Fischer, Hannah Wolf, Julia Rayfield, Debbie Simpkins, Ember Poppiti, Max Long,
Cary, Cathy & Mark Baxley, Katlyn, Mary Scott, Etta, Chris Lynch, Tom Stearns,
David Warren, Aunua, Letty Trimper Hurst, Ann Smith, Ann Plowman, Margaret
Hudson, Matt Leszcz & family, Kenneth Rudia, Catherin Hatfield, Rev. Penny
Morrow, James Miller, John Anderson, Judy Hoffman, Andy Hales, Ken Toms,
Brannon Thacker, Fr. Joe Rushton, Connie Mayers, Suzanne Zantzinger, Doug
Dryden, Brian Friedman

This Week We Pray For ...
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We give thanks for the witness of God’s people at All
Faith Chapel, Tunis Mills, and for their Priest-in-Charge, the Rev. Canon Patrick
Collins, and his wife, Loretta.

Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle: Berlin First Baptist, Berlin
Birthdays: Karen Bunting

Anniversaries: Ralph & Penny Hastings

Today’s Worship Leaders
Celebrant: The Reverend Ronald Knapp
Altar Guild: Kay Ayres, Amanda Cropper
Counters: Nancy Knotts, Debbie Shuster
The Sanctuary Candle is given in loving memory of her parents by Jody Farley
Memorial Bricks
Memorial bricks are again being offered for sale, through the end of the year. Our
brick 'garden' is located at the Baltimore Avenue entrance to the
Fellowship Commons. The bricks are available in two sizes: 8x8 ($500 each) and 4 x
8 ($250 each) Wording is of your choice, and graphics are available. If you are
interested in ordering a brick to honor or remember a beloved one, you can also
contact Debbie Shuster at 410-213-9658 or ocshu@comcast.net, or the church office
at 410-289-3453 or office@stpaulsbythesea.org, and we can forward the order form
to you.

December 20th, 2020 – January 16th, 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue
22

Wed

December 20
Last Advent
Rite2 10 am
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Ron Knapp
via Facebook Live

21

23

December 27
1 Christmas
10 am
Lessons & Carols
Morning Prayer
via Facebook Live

28

29

30

3
11 Christmas
10 am
Morning Prayer

4

5

10
1 Epiphany
10 am
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Ron Knapp

11

12

Thu
24
Christmas
Eve
Church Office
Closed

Fri

Sat

25
Christmas
Day
Church Office
Closed

26

31
New Year’s
Eve
Church Office
Closed

January 1
New Year’s
Day
Church Office
Closed

2

6

7

8

9

13

14

15

16

10am-Noon
NOEL Meal
Distribution

Vestry Mtg 7pm
Zoom

Shepherds Crook is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays in DeWees Hall from 10am to
Noon, serving free dry food goods. On Saturdays the NOEL Community will provide free carry out lunches.

