St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church
Ocean City, Maryland

Morning Prayer
December 6, 2020

Morning Prayer—Rite II
Welcome to St. Paul's by-the-Sea. Today we are worshipping according to the Order for
Daily Morning Prayer: Rite II, led by our Licensed Worship Leaders: Paul Rogers, Amy
Rothermel, Debbie Shuster, and Tom Shuster. Enjoy the service and thank you for
worshipping with us.
Advent Tradition
Advent is the first season of the church year, beginning with the fourth Sunday
before Christmas and continuing through the day before Christmas. The
name is derived from a Latin word for "coming." The season is a time of
preparation and expectation for the coming celebration of our Lord's nativity,
and for the final coming of Christ "in power and glory." There are several ways
that Advent is counted down but the most common are candles or calendar.

THE GATHERING OF THE FAITHFUL
The Lighting of the Second Advent Candle
Advent Wreath Liturgy, Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, Christ, compiled and written by the Rev. Matthew
Kozlowski.

Officiant: "Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath.
Each candle has a meaning. This first candle is HOPE, the second candle is
PEACE."
The candles are lit; the lighter says.

Karen Gordon

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you
were called to peace." Colossians 3:15
Prayer (in unison): "Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us
the courage to hope. Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our

lives, for this community, and for the world. Through Jesus Christ, the source
of our redemption and hope. Amen."

Opening Hymn

Hymnal 59

Hark a Thrilling Voice is Sounding
(While we cannot sing along with this hymn, we encourage you to reflect on the music and the lyrics).

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding.
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say;
"Cast away the works of darkness,
O ye children of the day."

2 Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.
3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven;
4 so when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
may he with his mercy shield us,
and with words of love draw near.
5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit,
while unending ages run.

Opening Sentences
Please stand as the Officiant(s) begin the service

Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. Mark 13:35, 36
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Isaiah 40:3
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together. Isaiah
40:5

Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of
Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to
hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our
salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and
mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Officiant, kneeling, says

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand

Officiant
Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Except in Lent, add Alleluia.

In Advent
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

Venite
Psalm 95:1-7 (in unison):
Come let us sing to the Lord;*
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving*
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,*
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand, *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Psalm of the Day : 85:1-2, 8-13
The leader to announce manner of recitation

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
After the Psalm, all say together

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Please be seated for the Readings

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In
the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and
hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a
plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out!"

And I said, "What shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the
LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of
Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
Reader
Answer

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Canticle 13
A Song of Praise: Benedictus es, Domine Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Second Lesson: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that
is done on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this
way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a
new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are
waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or
blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved
brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him.
Reader
Answer

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Canticle P - From Enriching our Worship I p.38
Said in unison

A Song of the Spirit Revelation 22:12-17
“Behold, I am coming soon,” says the Lord,
“and bringing my reward with me, *
to give to everyone according to their deeds.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, *
the beginning and the end.”
Blessed are those who do God’s commandments,
that they may have the right to the tree of life, *

and may enter the city through the gates.
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you, *
with this testimony for all the churches.
“I am the root and the offspring of David, *
I am the bright morning star.”
“Come!” say the Spirit and the Bride; *
“Come!” let each hearer reply!
Come forward, you who are thirsty, *
let those who desire take the water of life as a gift.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Gospel Lesson
The Reader reads a lesson from the Gospel of Mark, the 1st Chapter, verses 1-8
I

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is
written in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" John the baptizer
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He
proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."
Reader The Word of the Lord
Answer
Thanks be to God

THE CREED AND THE PRAYERS
The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together say, all standing

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
The people stand or kneel
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrage B
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.
V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.
The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects

The Collect of the Day (in unison):
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Diocesan Collect
Gracious God, through the movement of your Holy Spirit, strengthen us here
at St. Paul's by-the-Sea and in the Diocese of Easton as an inviting and
welcoming people; receive our worship, nurture our life in Christ that we may
evermore faithfully serve all your people, both near and far; this we pray
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life
and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all
assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear
the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A Collect for Grace
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to
this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of'
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray
you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Form III
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

A Prayer for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which
we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation
and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your
well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name
you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and
in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Then may be said

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Officiant:
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church,
and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

Closing Hymn

Hymnal 539

O Zion Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling
As Shirley plays this hymn, you may sit and meditate on the words, or leave the nave, as you wish.

1 O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling,
to tell to all the world that God is Light;
that he who made all nations is not willing
one soul should fail to know his love and might.
[Refrain:
Publish glad tidings: tidings of peace,
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.]

2 Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation
that God, in whom they live and move, is Love;
tell how he stooped to save his lost creation,
and died on earth that all might live above. (Refrain)
3 Send heralds forth to bear the message glorious;
give of thy wealth to speed them on their way;
pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious
till God shall bring his kingdom's joyful day. (Refrain)
4 He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet him,
make known to every heart his saving grace;
let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet him,
through thy neglect, unfit to see his face. (Refrain)

Thank you for joining us today.
Please remember our offering plate just outside the sanctuary door.

Today’s Worship Leaders
Licensed Worship Leaders: Paul Rogers, Amy Rothermel, Debbie Shuster,
and Tom Shuster.

Organist: Shirley Hailey
Readers: Cami Rogers, Bob Rothermel
Altar Guild: Kay Ayres, Amanda Cropper
Ushers:
Counters: Shirley Aydelotte, Lynda Azar

Prayer List
Gary & Beverly Cooper, Robbie Whittington Joyce, Sylvia Tyler, Cathy,
Shelton Watson, David Rouch, Danny Haberman, Joan Leatherwood,
Christopher, Rachel Lee, Cindy Dreslin, Kyle Harmon, Pat Stephens, Shirley
Connor, Yvonne Field, Nancy Turnbull, Joe Walcott, Jan West, Scott Burke,
Jose Cabrera, Deborah Gooch, Jan Richardson, Joan Kamorowski, Melissa
Martin, Ryan Fischer, Hannah Wolf, Julia Rayfield, Debbie Simpkins, Ember
Poppiti, Max Long, Cary, Cathy & Mark Baxley, Katlyn, Mary Scott, Etta,
Chris Lynch, Tom Stearns, David Warren, Aunua, Letty Trimper Hurst, Ann
Smith, Ann Plowman, Margaret Hudson, Matt Leszcz & family, Kenneth
Rudia, Catherin Hatfield, Rev. Penny Morrow, James Miller, John Anderson,
Judy Hoffman, Andy Hales, Ken Toms, Brannon Thacker, Fr. Joe Rushton,
Connie Mayers, Suzanne Zantzinger, Cami Rogers, Doug Dryden

This Week We Pray For ...
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We give thanks for the witness of God’s people at
St. Luke’s, Queenstown and Old Wye Church, and for the Very Rev. Charlie
Osberger and his wife, Frieda.

Local Faith Communities Prayer Cycle: Temple Bat Yam, Berlin
Birthdays: Debbie Harris, Kay Ayres, Thomas Fager

Hats, Mittens & Scarves:
Our Advent Peace Tree is in place beside the pulpit. Please help fill its
branches with warm hats, mittens and scarves. Clothes pins are available
under the tree. We will be collecting these items until December 20th. The
proceeds will be donated to the NOEL Committee for distribution to those in
need.

Hope4Recovery House Paper Collection:
The Ocean Cluster (St. Paul’s in Berlin, St. Paul’s by-the-Sea and Church of
the Holy Spirit) “adopted” the Hope4Recovery House several years ago and
has been part of the preparation of dinners for these residents on the
3rd Sunday of each month. This year, the Ocean Cluster is having a paper drive
to donate paper goods to the House for Christmas. We are asking that the
congregation bring in paper goods such as toilet paper, napkins, paper plates,
plastic utensils, etc. and these will be delivered to the House in December.
Please bring your donations to church services on Sunday or drop them off to
Don in the office before December 10th.

Memorial Bricks
Memorial bricks are again being offered for sale, through the end of the
year. Our brick 'garden' is located at the Baltimore Avenue entrance to the
Fellowship Commons. The bricks are available in two sizes: 8x8 ($500 each)
and 4 x 8 ($250 each) Wording is of your choice, and graphics are available. If
you are interested in ordering a brick to honor or remember a beloved one,
click here to download a brick form. You can also contact Debbie Shuster at
410-213-9658 or ocshu@comcast.net, or the church office at 410-289-3453 or
office@stpaulsbythesea.org, and we can forward the order form to you.

December 6th, 2020 – January 2nd, 2021
Sun
December 6
1I Advent
10 am
Morning Prayer

Mon

Tue

7

8

Vestry Meeting
7 pm

3:30pm
RDCC
Work
Committee
Zoom mtg

December 13
14
1I I Advent
Rite2 10 am
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Ron Knapp

15

December 20
21
Last Advent
Rite2 10 am
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Ron Knapp

22

Wed
9

10

Fri
11

Sat
12

5 pm Advent
Evening Prayer
via FB Live with
Rev. Penny
Morrow
16

17

18

19

5 pm Advent
Evening Prayer
via FB Live with
Rev. Penny
Morrow
23

Greening of the
Church after
service
December 27
1 Christmas
10 am
Lessons & Carols
Morning Prayer

Thu

24
Christmas
Eve
Church Office
Closed

25
Christmas
Day
Church Office
Closed

26

January 1
New Years
Day
Church Office
Closed

2

5 pm
Holy Eucharist
w/ Fr. Michael
Moyer
28

29

30

31
New Years
Eve
Church Office
Closed

is open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays in DeWees Hall from 10am to
Noon, serving free dry food goods. On Saturdays the NOEL Community will provide free carry out lunches.

“Love God, Serve the World”
The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, Bishop
2021
Andy Diaz
Tom Shuster

-- The Parish Vestry -2022
Jerilyn Andrews
John Knotts
LB Steele

2023
Karen Gordon
Paul Rogers
Bob Rothermel

-- 2021 Diocesan Convention -Amy Rothermel & Tom Shuster—Delegates
Karen Cramer & Nancy Knotts—Alternates
Jerilyn Holston Andrews, Sr. Warden
Bob Rothermel, Jr. Warden & Chair, Buildings & Grounds
Cheryl Nottingham, Registrar
Paul Rogers, Treasurer
Cheryl Nottingham, Finance Chair
Josh Anderson, Financial Advisor
Amy Rothermel, Chair, Memorial Fund
Nancy Knotts, Shepherd’s Crook
Joy Connor, Director, Red Doors Community Center
Karen Cramer, Chair, Parish Life, Historian
Mary Wright, Chair, Altar Guild
Shirley Hailey, Choir & Organist
Don O’Grince, Administrative Assistant
Jody Farley, Bookkeeper, Communications, Office Assistant
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